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ABSTRACT 



This report presents data from a 1999 survey of sixth 
graders in the District of Columbia. The survey asked students: (1) where 
they were; (2) what they were doing; and (3) who they were with the day 
before, on the hour and on the half hour, between 3:00 and 6:00 p.m. The 
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was a typical school day. Out of about 160 schools, over 60 percent returned 
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little over half of their time at home until 6:00. During those times, they 
spent significant amounts of time on homework. From 4:00-6:00, they also 
spent significant time watching television or playing computer games. Most 
students were with adults from 3:00-6:00, though significant numbers were 
without adults during this time. Students' activities, time spent with 
adults, and location after school varied by the type of school they attended 
(private, public religious, or charter) . (SM) 
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Q: What were sixth-grade students doing? 

A: Between 3:00 and 4:00 p.m. and between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m., students 
spent a significant amount of time on homework. From 4:00 to 6:00, students 
also spent a significant amount of time watching TV or playing computer 
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Who were students with? 
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Q: Between 3:00 and 4:00 p.m., did time spent by sixth-grade students 
in class or on homework vary by school type? 

A: Sixth-graders in private and charter schools spent more time in class 
than sixth-graders in other types of schools, but private and charter 
schools tend to have longer school days. 
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Q: Between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m., did time spent by sixth-graders in 
class or on homework vary by school type? 

A: Sixth-graders in private and private religious schools spent more 
time doing homework than sixth-graders in other types of schools. 
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Q: Between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m., did the share of time spent by sixth-grade 
students on TV/Movies/Video/Computer Games vary by school type? 

A: Public school sixth-graders spent more time on this activity than sixth- 
graders in other types of schools. 
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Q: Between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m., did the share of time spent by sixth- 
grade students “hanging out” vary by school type? 

A: Public school sixth-graders spent more time “hanging out” than those 
in private schools. 






Q: Between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m., did the share of time sixth-grade 
students spent using the Internet vary by school type? 

A: Private school sixth-graders spent much more time on the internet 
than sixth-graders in other types of schools. 
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Q: Between 3:00 and 4:00 p.m., did the share of time sixth-grade 
students spent at school vary by school type? 

A: Private school sixth-graders spent more time at school than other 
sixth-graders. 
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Q: Between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m., did the share of time sixth-grade 
students spent at school vary by school type? 

A: Private school sixth-graders spent a little more of their time at 
school than public school sixth-graders. 
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Q: Between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m., did the share of time students spent at a 
community organization or church vary by school type? 

A: Public school sixth-graders spent more time than sixth-graders in other 
types of schools at a community organization or a church. 









1 

sO 


1 

0 s 


1 

nP 

0 s 


1 

nP 


1 

nP 

0 s 


1 

0 s 


0 s 


CO 


in 




CO 


CM 


T- 


o 



V) 

3 

O 

’g> 

G) 



* 

a> 

(0 

> 

■3 

CL 



in 

o 

o 

sz 

o 

CO 

C/5 

3 

o 

05 

Q) 

a: 

C/5 

a) 

"O 

_3 

O 

X 

LU 



CO 

CJ 



o 

o 

o 

CM 

LU 




< 

co 

a: 

3 




Q: Between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m., did the share of time students spent 
with an adult vary by type of school? 

A: Sixth-graders in private and private religious schools spent more 
time with an adult than sixth-graders in other types of schools. 





1 O 



O 
CD 
C/3 

E 

o 

Q_ tZ 
O O 
CD 



O 

CD 

C/3 





‘ ' ■ /I'."” 




• • S • ’ • 






• •• ...u V • 


49 % 


9 % 





sP 


O 


O) 


CD 





V J ■ V 




f. 4 : 4 r- M • t -5- t 'f' : * If * ' " 


*• • % 4" ■■ •" "'*• ■ 


?• ■», : ■ ■¥ §• •!- * r *■!-•* '* : : 


* .}■ |- 4: ^ 


f ’S « •• -i r ■* § -*jr -f: 1- -Sir — ’’W 


p. -f- i! : *‘ ■ # 


| . v. % 4- % > # -*■ 4 


t 4 *■ t 't • 


S t •* * 


\ ‘ qS * * * 


*■ iO ^ 


*• =4 i CP - 


if '• «■ ^ =• *r 4 • * 


i„ '4 <M 


. :=; u . H! ’ -4 •* «|- ^ > ■» 


S: =•• ' *? ^ ■ 


, , f . • • 


* -• m- -*• f i ' * 


V •:*: 4 4 ' ;i" =T ^ " i# '* ^ 


p* ?• ; .. 


s ': - *•' •' 1 


4 ->k : ^ JKl : 



t 1 r 



O 

o 



o 

00 



vO 

0 s 

O 

CO 



yO 

0 s 

O 



yO 

O 

CNJ 



yO 

0 s - 

O 



a> 

t 

aj 



O 



</> 

3 

O 

’g> 

a> 

a : 



■K 

Q) 

<0 

> 



_co 

o 

o 

CD O 
w CO 
o 

03 



03 

cm 

C/3 

a) 

■o 

o 

X 

LU 



o 

© 

o 

CM 

UJ 



CD 




< 

CD 

or 

3 




Q: Between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m., did the share of time sixth-grade students 
spent without an adult vary by school type? 

A: Sixth-graders in charter and other public schools spent more time 
without an adult than sixth-graders in other types of schools. 
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Q: Between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m., what are the major differences in the 
way time is spent between private and public school sixth-grade students? 
A: Private school sixth-graders spent more time doing homework and 
surfing the internet, and less time watching television or without an adult. 
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